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1.  Subject  report  is  forwarded  for  review  and  evaluation  in  accordance 

with  paragraph  4b,  AR  525-15.  Evaluations  and  corrective  actions  should 
be  reported  to  ACSFOR  OT  UT,  Operational  Reporjts.  Branch,  within  90  days 
of  receipt  of  covering  letter.  ^  ,\  ,  ^  - 

2.  Information  contained  in  this  report  is  provided  to  insure  appropriate 
benefits  in  the  future  from  lessons  learned  during  current  operations  and 
may  be  adapted  for  use  in  developing  training  material. 
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BY  ORDER  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  ARMY: 
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as 


DISTRIBUTION: 

Commanding  Generals 

US  Continental  Army  Command 
US  Army  Combat  Developments  Command 

Commandants 

US  Army  War  College 

US  Army  Command  and  General  Staff  College 
US  Army  Air  Defense  School 
US  Army  Armor  School 
US  Army  Aviation  School 
US  Army  Combat  Surveillance  School 
US  Army  Engineer  School 
US  Army  Field  Artillery  School 
US  Army  Infantry  School 
US  Army  Ordnance  School 
US  Army  Quartermaster  School 
US  Army  Special  Warfare  School 
US  Army  Transportation  School 
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HEADQUARTERS,  223D  AVIATION  BATTALION  (COMBAT) 
A?0  S».'i  Franm  s«o  9623? 


AVBACB-DE  5  August  1969 

SUBJECTt  Operational  Report  of  223d  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat)  for  Period 
Ending  31  July  1969,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (HI)  (U) 


SEE  DISTRIBUTION 


1.  Section  1,  Operations:  Significant  Activities, 

a.  (U)  General.  This  report  covers  the  period  1  May  1969  through 

31  July  1969,  and  is  submitted  in  accordance  with  AR  525-15  and  USARV  Regu¬ 
lation  525-15.  The  report  includes  the  Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Company 
223d  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat),  18th  Aviation  Company  (Utility  Airplane), 
183d  Aviation  Company  (Utility  Airplane),  185th  aviation  Company  (Utility 
Airplane),  203d  Aviation  Company  (Utility  Airplane),  219th  Aviation  Company 
(Utility  Airplane),  and  the  225th  Aviation  Company  (Surveillance  Airplane). 

b.  (C)  Personnel. 

(l)  Infusion  Program:  There  have  been  no  significant  problem  areas 
in  the  infusion  program  during  this  quarter.  This  headquarters  has  general¬ 
ly  been  able  to  resolve  conflicts  internally  before  they  develop  into 
problems  requiring  outside  assistance.  The  present  outlook  indicates  that 
the  18th  Aviation  Company  exceeds  the  criteria  of  15/6  slightly  (15.2%)  for 
the  month  of  November  1969.  Internal  adjustments  are  planned  and  will  be 
accomplished  prior  to  any  problem  areas  arising.  The  experience  factor  on 
extensions  of  overseas  tours  indicate  that  extensions  should  resolve  any 
future  problem  areas  without  resorting  to  reassignment  action. 


(2)  Replacements: 


(a)  The  receipt  of  replacement  personnel  has  been • satisfactory 
throughout  the  quarter.  Enlisted  personnel  are  arriving  slightly  in  advance 
of  the  date  they  are  required,  with  the  exception -of  a  few  shortage  MOS, 
primarily  in  the  administrative  field,  A  total  of  39  commissioned  officers, 
24  warrant  officers  and  185  enlisted  replacements  were  received  during  this 
quarter.  At  the  end  of  this  period,  the  battalion  has  72%  of  its  authorized 
commissioned  officers,  95%  of  its  authorized  warrant  officers  and  101%  of 
its  authorized  enlisted  strength.  Normal  attrition  of  enlisted  personnel 
should  reduce  the  slight  overage  of  enlisted  strength  in  a  reJatively  short 
period  of  time. 
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(b)  The  quality  of  replacement  personnel  has  been  satisfactory. 
Fifty-eight  percent  of  the  avi  'tor  replacements  have  arrived  directly  out  of 
flight  school  with  a  minimum  of  aviation  experience.  Enlisted  replacements 
are  usually  well  trained  and  require  a  minimum  of  additional  training.  The 
"Project  One  Hundred  Thousand"  enlisted  personnel  who  were  received  during 
this  quarter  generally  required  close  supervision  and  extensive  "on- the- job" 
training,  A  few  individuals,  school  trained  in  helper  skill  MOS’s,  have  been 
reclassified  IAW  AR  600-200  and  DA  Circular  611-4  because  of  a  lack  of  moti¬ 
vation  and  limited  capability  to  perform  in  their  assigned  MOS.  The  major 
area  of  concern  is  the  shortage  of  replacements  received  in  M0S*s  70A10, 

71B20  and  71B30. 

(3)  Reeniistment:  During  this  reporting  period,  the  battalion 
initiated  a  vigorous  reenlistment  program,  A  total  of  forty-seven  visits 
were  made  to  outlying  companies.  The  results  were  eight  reenlistments  of 
career  soldiers  and  four  first  term  reenlistments. 

(4)  Current  status  of  the  223d  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat)  is 
attached  as  Inclosure  #1, 

(5)  The  significant  personnel  changes  within  the  command  and  staff 
during  the  last  quarter  are  as  follows: 

(a)  CPT  Burnell  M.  Mercer,  TC,  569-36-1188,  assumed  duties  as 
Battalion  Liaison  Officer  on  12  May  1969. 

(b)  CPT  Terrance  E.  Wehrkamp,  SC,  503-44-5478,  assumed  duties 
as  Battalion  3-2  and  Battalion  Signal  Officer  on  20  May  1969,  vice  CPT  Stacy 
L.  Hart,  SC,  412-64-2125. 

(c)  MAJ  Robert  H.  Stafford,  IN,  558-46-7412,  assumed  command 
of  the  219th  Avn  Co  (UA)  on  20  May  1969,  vice  MAJ  Charles  R.  Brazeale,  FA, 
487-40-7697. 

(d)  CPT  Earle  Steinberg,  IN,  030-32-9583,  assumed  duties  as 
the  Battalion  Assistant  S-3  on  22  May  1969,  vice  CPT  George  J »  Sucher  III, 

IN,  179-34-3899. 

(e)  CPT  David  3,  Tracy,  IN,  537-38-0494,  assumed  command  of 
HHC,  223d  Avn  Bn  (Cbt)  on  27  May  1969,  vice  CPT  Charles  G.  Vail,  IN, 
295-38-9261. 


(f)  CW2  Richard  D.  Sherman,  AG,  019-23-3643,  assumed  duties  as 
Battalion  Personnel  Officer  on  13  June  1969,  vice  CW2  John  V.  Cavanaugh,  AG, 
187-24-6073. 


(g)  MAJ  Edward  L.  Harris,  IN,  423-24-4476,  assumed  command  of 
the  183d  Avn  Co  (UA)  on  26  June  1969,  vice  MAJ  John  D.  Michael,  IN, 
363-34-9703. 
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(h)  MAJ  Daniel  R.  Bailey,  IN,  231-30-0324,  assumed  command  of 
the  203d  Avn  Cc  (UA)  on  5  July  1969,  vice  MAJ  Forrest  H.  Williams  Jr,,  FA, 
420-38-2217. 


(i)  MAJ  William  A,  Bloemsma,  IN,  577-50*0827,  assumed  command 
of  the  18th  Avn  Co  (UA)  on  7  July  1969,  vice  MAJ  James  H,  Thacker,  IN, 
227-44-3061. 


(j)  CPT  Robert  B.  Terry  Jr.,  TC,  258-66-7457,  assumed  duties 
of  Battalion  Maintenance  Officer  on  15  July  1969,  vice  CPT  Thomas  G.  Smith 
Sr.,  TC,  259-54-2629. 

(6)  Casualties:  The  battalion  casualties  for  the  period  were  two 
killed  and  one  wounded.  (See  Inclosure  ifZ) 


(7)  Awards:  A  breakdown  of  unit  awards  appears  in  Inclosure  #2. 
c.  (C)  Intelligence. 

(1)  Enemy  Situation:  After  a  lull  in  enemy  activity  during  the 
first  week  of  May 1969,  there  was  a-  sharp  increase  in  the  number  of  stand-¬ 
off  attacks  directed  against  allied  installations,  particularly  in  the  Dak 
To/Ben  Het  area.  Following  another  quiet  period  between  the  third  week  in 
May  and  the  second  week  in  June,  the  MA/VC  launched  a  corps-wide  series  of 
stand-off  mortar  and  rocket  fires  with  few  coordinated  ground  attacks.  The 
remainder  of  the  period  was  marked  by  a  general  increase  in  the  tempo  of 
enemy  activity  in  the  southern  portion  of  II  Corps. 

(2)  Ground  Attacks:  During  the  period  1  May  1969  thru  31  July  1969, 
there  were  43  stand-off  fire  attacks  directed  against  airfields  where  elements 
of  the  223d  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat)  are  located.  The  majority  of  these 
attacks  fell  upon  Phan  Rang,  Ban  Me  Thout,  Kontum  and  Dak  To  airfields.  The 
223d  aviation  Battalion  suffered  no  casualties  and  very  light  damage  from 
these  attacks. 


(3)  Air  Activity:  Units  of  the  223d  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat) 
reported  32  significant  shot-at  incidents  for  this  reporting  period.  The 
battalion  lost  four  0-1  and  one  OV-1  aircraft.  The  following  is  a  break¬ 
down  by  unit: 


UNIT 


♦SHOT-AT  HIT  DESTROYED 


TOTAL  JSIDRt8 


18th  Avn  Co  (UA)  0 
183d  Avn  Co  (UA)  5 
185th  Avn  Co  (UA)  8 
203d  Avn  Co  (UA)  3 
a9th  Avn  Co  (UA)  10 
225th  Avn  Co  (SA)  6 


10  I 

10  6 

5  0  13 

5  0  -8 

3  4  17 

3  1  10 


*Shot-At  reports  are  not  inclusive  of  hit  and  destroyed  reports. 
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(4)  Collection  Plant 

(a)  The  four  0-1  companies  of  the  22  jd  Aviation  Buttalicn 
(Combat)  flew  8,005  visual  reconnaissance  sorties,  reporting  1,456  signifi¬ 
cant  sightings.  The  225th  Surveillance  Airplane  Company  flew  910  SlAR 
sorties,  590  Infrared  sorties  and  1,351  Photo  sorties.  The  Imagery  Inter¬ 
pretation  Section,  of  the  225th  Aviation  Company  recorded  531  SI..4R,  2,682 
Infrared,  and  669  Photo  reports. 

(b)  One  OIR  (Other  Intelligence  Requirement)  was  levied  on 
the  223d  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat),  consisting  of  e.qjeditious  reporting 
of  increased  NVA/VC  use  of  chemical  agents, 

(5)  Administrative  Intelligence  Activities! 


(a)  Security  Clearances!  During  th>.  '  > '  .  u’V:”,,  ih 
Aviatiop  Battalion  processed  75  Secret,  32  Confidential  clearances 
request's  for  2  background  investigations  and  14  National  Agency  Che 


.  O" 

and 

ckSo 


! 


(b)  War  Trophies*  There  were  no  war  trophies  reported  or 
processed  during  this  reporting  period, 

(c)  Dissidence  Report*  The  223d  Aviation  3attaiion  (Combat) 
reported  no  dissident  personnel  for  this  period. 

(d)  Survival,  Escape  and  Evasion: 


^  All  aviators  assigned  to  22  id  .  n.or  BaltaLh..-; 

receive  a  thorough  briefing  on  Survival,  Escape  .  •' 1  1.  .  .0  tf  V 

unit  in-processing  orientation,  imphasis  is  placed  i.e  Survival,  Escape 
and  Evasion  equipment  available  and  the  proper  : ui  -s  ''  ..lv/icnt  :S 
the  equipment,  in  order  to  provide  for  an  efficient  and  effective  recovery 
of  downed  aircrew  personnel. 


£  At  the  request  of  the  Commanding  Officer,  223d  Aviation 
Battalion  (Combat),  a  mobile  training  team  from  the  Pacific  Jungle  Survival 
School,  Clark  AFB  Phillipines  visited  units  within  this  battalion.  The  team, 
consisting  of  two  Mr  Force  Sergeants,  presented  a  five  hour  block  of  in¬ 
struction  to  all  units.  The  team  traveled  throughout  the  II  CTZ  gathering 
pertinent  information  on  survival,  escape  and  evasion.  The  data  will  be 
compiled  into  lesson  plans  for  the  benefit  of  future  aviators  assigned  to 
the  Republic  of  Vietnam, 

2  Approximately  4(#  of  the  newly  assigned  avi. tors  with¬ 
in  the  battalion  have  attended  one  of  the  three  available  survival,  escape 
and  evasion  courses  while  enroute  to  the  Republic  of  Vietnam,  Available 
schools  include  the  following* 
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Phillipines, 

Okinawa* 


£  PACAF  Jungle  Survival  School  (PJS3),  Clark  AFB, 
b  PACAF  Life  Support  School  (PLSS),  Kadena  AFB, 


£  FAETUP  Jungle  Sivir omental  Survival  School  (JEST), 
Cubic  Point  NAS,  Phillipines, 


j4  At  the  present  time,  the  battalion  has  38  survival, 
escape  and  evasion  school  trained  personnel  assigned  throughout  its  units. 
During  the  last  reporting  period,  six  crewmembers  wore  selected  from  the 
companies  to  attend  one  of  the  three  survival  courses.  Current  quotas  for 
aviators  to  attend  the  survival,  escape  and  evasion  schools  are  averaging 
two  per  month, 

d,  (C)  Operations. 

(1)  The  223d  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat)  continued  to  provide  fixed 
wing  aviation  support  to  the  US  and  Free  World  Forces  located  primarily  in 
the  II  Corps  Tactical  Zone,  Republic  of  Vietnam,  This  support  was  rendered 
utilizing  the  assets  of  one  U-1A  company,  four  0-1  companies,  and  one  OV-1 
company.  The  battalion  flew  a  total  of  27,139  hours  of  combat  support  with 
an  aircraft  availability  rate  of  86,7%  during  this  reporting  period.  Both 
normal  and  special  operations  were  supported  by  units  of  the  battalion. 

Large  scale  operations  were  minimal  due  to  the  characterization  of  mall 
units  operating  in  search  of  enemy  supply  oaches,  infiltration  routes,  and 
antiaircraft,  mortar  and  rocket  firing  positions, 

(2)  Effective  26  May  1969,  all  units  of  this  battalion  changed 
their  designations  IAW  USARP.J3  General  Order  Number  220,  dated '19  March  1969, 


OLD  DESIGNATION 


NEW  DESIGNATION 


223d  Avn  Bn  (Cbt) 

HHC,  223d  Avn  Bn  (Cbt) 

18th  Avn  Co  (Util  Airplane) 
18?d, Avn  Co  (Util  Airplane) 
185th  Avn  Co  (Util  Airplane) 
203d  Avn  Co  (Util  Airplane) 
219th  Avn  Co  (Util  Airplane) 
225th  Avn  Co  (Surv  Airplane) 

(3)  During  the  reporting  period,  this  headquarters  provided  input 
for  a  study  of  0-1  aircraft  utilization  conducted  by  IFFV,  An  extensive 
review  of  the  possible  means  for  improvement  indicated  that  designation  of 
moro  general  support  aircraft  would  provide  greater  flexibility  in  utilizing 
0-1  assets.  As  a  result,  aircraft  allocations  were  readjusted,  providing  a 
flexible  base  from  which  the  company  commander  could  more  easily  meet  his 
mission  requirements.  Aircraft  supporting  the  C/75th  Rangers  were  drawn 
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223d  Cbt  Spt  Avn  Bn 
HHD,  223d  Cbt  Spt  Avn  Bn 
18 th  Avn  Co,  FW  (Lt  Trans) 
183d  Avn  Co,  Surv  (0-1) 
185th  Avn  Co,  Surv  (0-1) 
203d  Avn  Co,  Surv  (0-1) 
219th  Avn  Co,  Surv  (0-1) 
225th  .ivn  Co,  Surv  (OV-l) 
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from  0-1  units  within  the  Ranger’s  area  of  operations.  The  system  of 
assigning  aircraft  by  tail  number  to  specific  units  was  abolished.  0-1 
companies  are  now  responsible  for  providing  a  fixed  number  of  flyabie 
aircraft  to  each  ground  unit  on  a  daily  basis.  In  addition,  a  letter  was 
sent  to  all  province  advisors  and  major  subordinate  US  commands  explaining 
the  new  program  and  re-emphasizing  the  provisions  of  MACV  Directive  331-1. 

(4)  18th  Aviation  Company  (Utility  Airplane):  The  18th  Aviation 
Company  carried  on  support  of  its  mission  requirements  in  ail  four  of  the 
Corps  areas  within  the  Republic  of  Vietnam.  The  first  flight  platoon  at 
Nha  Trang  supported  ths  Special  Forces  Group  and  the  Joint  United  States 
Public  Affairs  Office.  The  second  flight  platoon  with  sections  at  Pleiku 
and  Da  Nang  supported  the.  5th  Special  Forces  Group,  II  Corps  Headquarters 
and  I  Corps  Headquarters  respectively.  Other  special  missions  were  flown 
in  support  of  the  17th  Aviation  Group  (Combat).  The  18th  Aviation  Company 
flew  a  total  of  2,232  hours  with  an  aircraft  availability  rate  of  72.2 %  for 
this  reporting  period. 

(5)  183d  Aviation  Company  (Utility  Airplane):  During  the  reporting 
period,  the  183d  Aviation  Company  has  continued  to  support  ground  forces  in 
the  southeastern  section  of  the  II  Corps  Tactical  Zone.  Thera  has  been  no 
change  in  the  units  supported  during  the  past  quarter.  C/75th  Rangers  is 
supported  only  when  operating  in  the  183d  Aviation  Company's  flying  area. 

The  "Seahor.sos"  have  reported  a  total  of  376  significant  sightings  to  MACV, 
Two  aircraft  were  hit  by  hostile  fire,  but  none  were  destroyed.  Improvements 
in  the  company  area  include  construction  of  a  new  ammunition  bunker,  re¬ 
painting  of  all  buildings,  remodeling  of  NCQ  billets,  construction  of  a  new 
reenlistmcnt  office  and  the  building  of  a  new  storage  shed.  Tho  motor  pool, 
which  was  the  main  self-help  project  of  this  unit,  was  completed  during  the 
reporting  period.  The  183d  Aviation  Company  flew  a  total  of  5,40°  hours 
with  an  aircraft  availability  rate  of  90$. 

(6)  185th  Aviation  Company  (Utility  Airplane);  Tho  185th  Aviation 
Company  continued  to  provide  support  to  Command  and  Control  South,  and 
Darlac,  ?hu  Bon,  Quang  Due  and  Lam  Dong  Provinces.  During  the  reporting 
period,  Camp  Coryell  received  five  stand-off  attacks  for  a  total  of  105 
enemy  rounds  resulting  in  no  friendly  casualties.  Enemy  activity  through¬ 
out  the  quarter  was  scattered  and  consisted  of  small  unit  contacts.  The 
"Pterodactyls"  have  undertaken  ar  extensive  improvement  program,  repairing 
and  repainting  buildings,  laying  concrete  sidewalks  and  constructing  a  non**, 
commissioned  officers  lounge  and  an  officers  lounge.  Hie  unit  has  also 
participated  in  the  refortification  of  the  Berm  along  the  northeastern  side 
of  Gamp  Coryell,  The  185th  Aviation  Company  flew  4,840  hours,  including 
172  hours  of  night  security,  with  an  aircraft  availability  rate  of  90%. 

(7)  203d  Aviation  Company  (Utility  Airplane):  The  203d  Aviation 
Company  continued  its  support  of  US  and  Free  World  Forces  located  primarily 
in  Phu  Yen  and  Binh  Dinh  Provinces,  Republic  of  Vietnam.  Units  supported 
included  the  1st  Brigade  of  the  4th  Infantry  Division,  173d  Airborne  Brigade, 
41st  &  5 2d  Arty  Croups,  6/3 2d  Art/,  C/75thr  Rangers  and  MACV  elements  in  both 

CONFIDENTIAL 

6 


CONFIDENTIAL 


AVBACB-DE  5  August  1969 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  213d  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat)  for  Period 
Ending  31  July  1969,  ACS  C3FCR-65  (lu)  (u) 

of  the  provinces.  During  tne  reporting  period,  the  platoon  at  LZ  English, 
moved  to  a  new  location  on  the  airfield,  .in  asphalt  r.-unp  and  new  revet¬ 
ments  were  built  along  with  a  new  operations  center  aid  billots.  The  203d 
Aviation  Company  flew  a  total  of  4,923  hours,  consisting  of  5,115  missions 
and  3,599  sorties.  The, average  aircraft  availability  rate  for  the  company 
was  86,5#* 

(8)  219th  Aviation  Company  (Utility  Airplane):  The  219th  Aviation 
Company  continued  its  primary  miss: on  of  providing  visual  reconnaissance 
support  for.  the  4th  Infantry  Division,  52d  Artillery  Group,  MACV-Pleiku, 
M.»CV-Kontum  and  the  5th  Special  Forces  (CCC),  The  most  significant  operation 
supported  during  this  quarter  was  the  58-day  siege  of  the  Ber.  ''ct  Special 
Forces  Camp  during  the  months  of  May  and-  June,  One  section  of  tn '  third 
flight  platoon,  219th  Aviation  Company,  was  dispatched  to  Dak  To  Army 
Airfield  to  provide  immediate  support  to  the  l/92d  Artillery  Battalion  which 
is  stationed  at  Dale  To  aid  responsible  for  providing  all  artillery  fire 
support  for  Dale  To  and  Ben  Het,  In  addition  to  the  two  aircraft  stationed 

at  Dak  To,  other  aircraft  from  the  third  flight  platoon,  and  aircraft  from 
the  second  and  fourth  flight  platoons  provided  periodic  support  to  the  Dak 
To/Ben  Het  area.  The  219th  Aviation  Company  flew  approximately  2,186  hours 
in  support  of  the  siege  of  Ber.  Het,  with  three  aviators  being  recommended 
for  the  Distinguished  Flying  Cross  and  two  for  Air  Medals  for  Valor,  The 
third  flight  platoon  also  received’ a  letter  of  commendation  from  the  52d 
.Artillery  Group  for  their  actions  during  this  period.  At  Camp  Holloway, 
home  bass  of  the  219th  Aviation  Company ^  construction  was  begun  on  four  new 
perimeter  bunkers,  not  only  to  increase  troop  safety  and  comfort,  but  to 
improve  the  defensive  posture  of  the  company.  In  addition,  sandbag  revet¬ 
ments  were  installed  around  all  platoon  headquarters  buildings,  and  a  bunker 
was  constructed  adjacent  to  the  flight  line  at  Kontum,  The  company  flew 
a  total  of  6,907  ho'urs  while  maintaining  an  aircraft  availability  rate  of  88%, 

(9)  225th  Aviation  Company  (Surveillance  Airplane):  The  225th 
Aviation  Company  continued  to  provide  visual,  photographic,  infrared  and 
SLAR  surveillance  to  the  II  Corps  Tactical  Zone,  FYee  World  military  forces 
supported  were  the  4th  Infantry  Division,  173d  iArborne  Brigade,  II  ARVN 
Corps,  Task  Force  South,  Republic  of  Korea  9th  and  10th  Divisions,  and  Qaang 
Due  Province,  On  6  June  1969,  an  0V-1C,  #67-18914,  'with  OPT  Michael  F, 

Grisafe  Jr,,  568-58-8592,  Armor,  and  SP/4  Noel  F,  Josephs,  124-36-9436,  on 
board,  failed  to  return  from  .an  infrared  mission.  The  aircraft  was  last 
heard  from  by  the  ground  sensor  terminal  at  Dragon  Mountain,  Pieiku.  A 
comprehensive  se  uch  located  the  wreckage  seven  days  later  at  coordinates 
YB973367,  In  an  effort  to  improve  the  avionics  maintenance  facility  in  the 
company,  the  communications  platoon  rebuilt  their  shop.  The  old  avionics 
repair  building  was,  dismantled  and  a  new  structure  constructed.  All  materials 
were  salvaged  from  the  old  building  and  the  new  facility  was  completed  with 

a  minimum  of  expense.  On  9  July  1969,  the  Institute  of  Heraldry  approved 
the  change  of  the  225th  Aviation  Company’s  nickname  from  "Blackhawk"  to 
"Phantom  Hawk",  On  22  July  1969,  the  "Phantom  Hawks"  celebrated  their  2nd 
year  of  accident  free  flying  in  the. Republic -of  Vietnam  (20,762  accident 
free  hours).  During  the  reporting  period,  the  -225th  Aviation  Company  flew 
2,836  hours  with  an  aircraft  availability  rate  of  89,3%, 
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e,  (U)  Training. 

(1)  Quarterly  training  requirements  were  fulfilled.  Additional 
emphasis  has  been  placed  on  safety  requirements  in  all  aspects  of  train¬ 
ing,  particularly  in  the  areas  ox  standardization,  and  vehicle  and  weapon 

safety, 

(2)  Aviator  safety  classes  were  conducted  monthly  in  all  units. 

The  bi-monthly  meeting  of  all  commanders,  safety  officers  and  maintenance 
officers-  was  held  during  the  month  of  July, 

(3)  Five  officers  and  one  EM  from  the  223d  Aviation  Battalion 
(Combat)  attended  and  successfully  completed  Jungle  Survival  Training  at 
either  the  Air  Force  Pacific  Jungle  Survival.  School  or  the  Navy  Jungle 
Enviromental  Survival  Training  School, 

(4)  During  the  reporting  period,  the  223d  Aviation  Battalion  re¬ 
organized  its  standardization  board  and  appointed  a  full  time  standardization 
officer,  A  comprehensive  program  was  initiated,  stressing  quality  of 
instructor  pilots  and  more  frequent  check  rides.  Each  newly  assigned 
aviator  now  flies  with  an  IP  for  a  ten  hour  initial  checkout  end  is  given 
standardization  rides  30  and  60  days  later,  with  additional  rides  at  90 

day  intervals  until  the  aviator *s  rotation.  Additionally,  each  IP  flies 
with  an  SIP  at  least  once  every  30  days.  Since  this  program  was  initiated, 
the  battalion  lost  eight  due  to  rotation  and  trained  sixteen  new  IP*s 
to  replace  them.  The  battalion  logged  625  hours  of  training  time  and  ex¬ 
perienced  only  one  accident  during  .the  reporting  period. 

f.  (U)  Logistics. 

• 

(1)  Assistance  Visits*  Members  of  the  Battalion  S-4  Section  con¬ 
ducted  twenty-seven  assistance  visits  during  the  past  quarter *  Those  were 
primarily  designed  to  prepare  the  units  for  a  CMMI  in  the  areas  of  Supply, 
Mess,  Ammunition,  Arms,  Motor  Maintenance,  Aircraft  Maintenance,  Special 
Purpose  Equipment  and  Maintenance  lianagement. 

(2)  Command  Maintenance  Management  Inspection’  The  1st  Aviation 
Brigade  CMMI  Team  inspected  the  183d  Aviation  Company,  185th  Aviation-,' 
Company  and  the  203d  Aviation  Company  during  the  period  21-24  July  1969, 

All  units  received  a  satisfactory  rating. 

(3)  Vehicle  Maintenance*  The  average  motor  vehicle  deadline  rate 
has  increased  from  less  than  10>6  for  the  past  quarter  to  more  than  15$  for 
the  current  reporting  period.  This  adverse  trend  in  the  deadline  rate  is 
attributed  to  the  higher  criteria  of  maintenance  imposed  on  the  units 
through  the  use  of  intensified  staff  and  command  supervision.  Increased 
training  of  maintenance  personnel  and  improved  overall  vehicle  mainten¬ 
ance  is  expected  to  stabilize  the  battalion  deadline  rate  at  less  than  10$, 
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(4)  Aircraft  Maintenance* 

(a)  Corrosion*  Numerous  cases  of  corrosion  have  developed 
throughout  the  battalion  in  U-1A  and  0-1  aircraft.  The  principal  areas  of 
corrosion  damage  on  the  U-l  aircraft  are  the  underside  of  the  fuselage  aft 
of  the  augmentor  tubes,  battery  area,  and  aircraft  skin  seams.  It  was 
discovered  in  many  cases  that  the  aircraft  had  not  received  primer  treat¬ 
ment  during  manufacture  or  overhaul,  which  increased  their  susceptibility 
to  corrosion.  The  0*1  primarily  corrodes  in  the  wing  and  fie®  area  aft  of 
the  rocket  tubes.  Complete  stripping  of  the  infected  eirea,  treatment  with 
corrosion  preventive  compound,  and  painting  with  heat  resistant  enamel 
(FSN  8010-664-8263)  has  helped  reduce  this  problem)  however,  the  shortage 
of  the  heat  resistant  enamel  has  .limited  the  number  of  aircraft  that  can 
be  treated. 


(b)  R1340-61  Engine  Inspections*  Urgent  TB55-1510-2Q5-40/1, 
inspection' of  R1340-61  engine  .exhaust  push  rod  assemblies  (U-1A  aircraft), 
established  an  inspection  of  all  R1340-61  engines  overhauled  prior  to 
25  March  1969  and  also  established  TBO  time  for  all  Rl 340-61  engines  at  600 
hours.  This  inspection  and  TBO  affected  all  U-1A  aircraft  assigned  to  the 
battalion  since  all  engines  in  use  were  overhauled  prior  to  25  March  1969, 

As  a  result  of  this  TB  and  the  initial  shortage  of  inspection  kits,  the 
mission  availability  of  the  U-1A  aircraft  was  significantly  reduced.  The 
unit  was  able  to  accomplish  the  inspections  within  the  required  25  flying 
hours  or  15  days  by  limiting  the  aircraft  missions  to  those  deemed  absolute¬ 
ly  essential  by  the  supported  units. 

g,  (U)  Organization.  Organizational  chart  and  station  listing 
appears  as  Inclosure  #3. 

h.  (U)  Chaplain. 

(1)  The  223d  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat)  Chaplain,  during  the 
quarter,  has  conducted  a  total  of  52  Sunday  and  weekday  Protestant  religious 
services,  with  a  total  attendance  of  1,340  soldiers. 

(2)  Rpligious  services  were  held  at  Lane  Army  Heliport  at  An  Son 
and  at  the  223d  Aviation  Battalion  in  Qui  Nhon, 

(3)  During  the  quarter,  the  following  programs  have  been  initiated* 

(a)  A  program  which  involves  the  exchange  of  religious 
services  between  the  Koreans  of  the  RQK  Tiger  Division  and  the  Americans  at 
Lane  Army  Heliport  has  begun, 

(b)  A  paperback  library  has  been  established  in  the  dayroom 
of  the  61st  Aviation  Company  at  Lane  Army  Heliport. 
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(c)  A  religious  forum  has  been  established  at  the  Chapel  at 
Lane  Army  Heliport  during  the  period. 

(4)  Eleven  visits  have  been  made  to  units  located  at  Ban  Me  Thout, 
Dong  Ba  Thin,  Phu  Hiep,  Pleiku,  An  Khe  and  Kontum, 

.(5)  The  223d  Chaplain  during  this  quarter  has  delivered  28  cases 
of  food  to  the  Qui  Nhon  Poor  People’s  Home  and  four  boxes  of  clothes  to  the 
Phu  Thai  Refugee  Center.  The  clothes  were  sent  to  the  Chaplain  by  families 
of  soldiers,  churches  and  interested  people  in  the  United  States, 

(6)  Four  visits  have  been  made  to  the  Poor  People’s  Home  in  Qui 
Nhon  and  three  to  the  Phu  Thai  Refugee  Center. 

(7)  The  building  of  a  Chapel  in  the  223d  Aviation  Battalion 
Headquarters  Company  area  has  been  approved  by  the  Qui  lfhon  Base  Develop¬ 
ment  Board/  subject  to  the  availability  of  funds.  The  board  granted 
permission  to  build  the  Chapel  with  salvaged  materials  to  defray  building 
costs. 

i.  (U)  Aviation  Safety.  The  223d  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat)  main¬ 
tained  an  accident  free  record  during  the  months  of  May  and  July,  The 
219th  Aviation  Company  eacperienced  one  major  accident  (0-1D)  during  June. 
There  were  eight  precautionary  landings,  two  forced  landings  and  one  inci¬ 
dent  during  the  reporting  period.  The  battalion  lost  four  0-1* s  and  one 
OV-1  due  to  hostile  action.  A  U-1A  received  minor  damage  from  a  small  arms 
round  through  a  wing  spar.  The  following  is  a  breakdown  of  accidents  by 
companies* 


UNIT 


ACCIDENTS 


CUMULATIVE  RATE 


HHC,  223d  Avn  Bn  (Cbt)  0 
18th  Avn  Co  (UA)  0 
183d  Avn  Co  (UA)  0 
185th  Avn  Co  (UA)  0 
203d  Avn  Co  (UA)  0 
219th  Avn  Oo  (UA)  1 
225th  Avn  Co  (SA) _ 0 


0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

17.3 

0.0 


TOTAL 


1 


4.0 


U  (o)  J5 

(l)  HHC,  223d  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat)  continues  to  support 
the  Qui  Nhon  Poor  People’s  Home  with  extensive  contributions  of  food, 
building  materials  and  supplies.  Large  contributions  of  food  and  clothing 
have  also  been  sent  to  the  Phu  Cat  Orphanage  and  (Jxi  Nhon  Leprosarium, 
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(2)  The  18th  Aviation  Company  has  continued  its  support  of  the 
Da  Nang  Orphanage  with  gifts  of  food,  soap  and  building  materials.  The 
company  headquarters  in  Qui  Nhon  has  continuously  assisted  in  a  project 
caring  for  displacod  persons  in  the  Qii  Nhon  area. 


(3)  The  183d  Aviation  Company  recently  completed  construction  of 
a  school  playground  in  the  Dong  Ba  Thin  area.  Voluntary  contributions  of 
time,  building  materials  and  labor  were  made  by  aviators  and  crew  chiefs 
of  the  "Soahorses", 


(4)  The  185th  Aviation  Company  is  continuing  its  support  of  two 
civil  affairs  projects,  A  new  6-room  school  for  the  Vietnam  Protestant 
Evangelical  Church  is  being  built  in  downtown  Ban  Me  Ihout  by  aviators  and 
crew  chiefs  of  the  "Pterodactyls*,  Additional  help  is  being  administered 
to  students  of  the  Vinh  Son  Catholic  School*  Those  students  are  being 
given  English  lessons  by  a  second  tour  officer  who  speaks  Vietnamese  fluent¬ 
ly,  In  Phu  Ben  Province,  aviators  of  the  second  platoon  are  teaching  new 
marketing  techniques  to  a  cross-bow  manufacturer  in  Phu  Tuc, 

(5)  The  203d  Aviation  Company  is  continuing  its  support  to  the 
Mang  Yang  Orphanage  in  Tuy  Hoa  City,  In  conjunction  with  the  MACV  Civic 
Actions  Office,  the  "Hawkeyes"  have  solicited  projects  in  the  local  area 
in  which  they  provide  assistance.  At  tho  present  time,  old  and  used  build¬ 
ing  materials  and  screening  are  being  collected  for  tho  Phu  Yen  Province 
Hospital,  People  within  the  Phu  Yen  area  have  received  continuing  support 
from  tho  203d  Aviation  Company  with  resupply  of  soap  and  medical  items, 

(6)  Tho  219th  Aviation  Company  has  continued  to  support  the 
Christian  Missionary  Alliance  Compound  in  Pleiku,  A  Church  at  Plel  Moun 
City  is  being  constructed  with  material  and  labor  provided  by  the  "Head¬ 
hunters®,  Tho  Pleiku  Province  Hospital  and  its  patients  have  received 
clothing  and  health  articles.  Money  and  materials  are  also  being  donated 
by  the  219th  Aviation  Company  with  support  from  interested  organizations  in 
CONUS, 

k,  (C) 

(1)  ZYR  Program  The  ZYR  Program  providos  for  the  modification  of 
all  US  Army  Aircraft  in  RVN  to  accept  the  new  family  series  of  radios, 
(AN/ARC-54  and  AN/ ARC-51) ,  At  the  close  of  this  reporting  period,  the  223d 
Aviation  Battalion  had  completed  modification  on  9&%  of  assigned  aircraft* 
The  program  will  be  completed  upon  receipt  of  a  kit  for  U-1A  aircraft 
#55-3299. 


(2)  ZYS  Program* 

(a)  The  ZYS  Program  provides  for  the  modification  of  all  0V-1 
and  0-1  aircraft  for  installation  of  TSEC/KY-28  secure  voice  equipment.  All 
OV-1  aircraft  now  arriving  ia-country  are  retrofitted  prior  to  receipt  by 
unit.  There  is  no  ia-country  capability  to  modify  the  OV-1,  All  0-1  air¬ 
craft  have  been  retrofitted, 
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(b)  Cryptographic  facilities  for  storage  of  equipment  and  key- 
lists  employed  in  the  secure  voice  system  have  been  completed  and  approved 
at  all  company  locations  except  Ban  Me  Thout,  home  of  the  185th  Aviation 
Company,  Lack  of  building  material  has  caused  a  delay  in  completion  of 
facilities. 


(c)  As  of  31  July  1969,  crypto  accounts  have  been  established 
at  Dong  Ba  Thin  and  Pleiku,  and  have  been  approved  by  CG,  CQMSEG  Logistic 
Support  Center,  Saigon,  Target  date  for  completion  of  all  secure  voice 
systems  for  the  223d  Aviation  Battalion  is  3  August  1969,  * 

(3)  High  Frequency  .Radio  Teletypewriter  System:  To  prevent  loss  of 
communications  in  the  event  of  an  emergency,  the  223d  Aviation  Battalion  is 
establishing  a  high  frequency  radio  secure  teletypewriter  system  as  a  back>» 
up  to  existing  telephone  and  secure  tyetype  communications  systems.  Radio 
wire  integration  (RWI)  has  been  planned  to  provide  a  direct  communications 
link  between  commanders.  All  units  currently  have  a  AN/VSC-2  (RATT)  at 
their  location  providing  a  battalion  voice  and  teletype  net,  HHC,  223d 
Aviation  Battalion  now  has  a  voice  capability  to  17th  Aviation  Group  with 
an  AN/GR0-106. 

1,  (D)  Public  Information. 

(1)  The  223d  Aviation  Battalion  Information  Office  continued  to 
perform  its  assigned  mission  of  supplying  material  to  all  subordinate  units 
for  use  in  the  information  program  and  the  publication  of  the  battalion 
monthly  newspaper,  THE  GRIFFIN  GAB. 

(2)  Support  from  units  in  the  Hometown  News  Release  Center  for 


this  period  was  as 

UNIT 

follows: 

m 

JUNE 

JULY 

TOTAL 

HHC,  223d  Avn  Bn 

0 

7 

7 

14 

18th  Avn  Co 

15 

24 

11 

50  • 

183d  Avn  Co 

13 

23 

16 

52 

185th  Avn  Oo 

4 

3 

10 

17 

203d  Avn  Co 

4 

15 

8 

27 

219th  Avn  Go 

11 

21 

6 

38 

225th  Avn  Co 

6 

35 

'  31 

72 

TOTAL  - 

53 

123 

89 

270 

(3)  During  this  reporting  period,  39  written  news  releases  were 
cleared  by  the  223d  Aviation  Battalion  Information  Office  and  forwarded  to 
the  17th  Aviation  Group  for  use  in  other  command  information  media. 
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2,  Section  2.  Lessons  Learned!  Commanders  Observations.  Evaluations  and 
Recommendations. 

a.  (U)  Personnel.  None 

b,  (FOUO)  Operations. 

(l)  Use  of  Aerial  Rescue  Equipment! 

(a)  Observation!  Lack  of  familiarity  with  aerial  rescue  equip¬ 
ment  results  in  needless  injuries  and  unnecessarily  complicates  rescue 
operations. 


(b)  Evaluation!  The  primary  fcission  of  rescue  aircraft  is  the 
expeditious  extraction  of  wounded  or  injured  personnel  and  prompt  evacuation 
to  appropriate  medical  facilities.  The  dense  foliage  and  rough  terrain  en¬ 
countered  in  Vietnam  often  prevent  rescue  helicopters  from  landing  to  pick 
up  injured  soldiers.  When  this  occurs,  the  personnel  on  the  ground  must  be 
able  to  properly  utilize  the  jungle  penetrator,  Me  Quire  rig,  or  other  equip¬ 
ment  lowered  from  hovering  airoraft  to  lift  the  wounded  out.  Air  rescue 
attempts  have  frequently  been  hampered  and  needless  injuries  incurred  because 
of  improper  use  of  this  equipment,  US  Air  Pores  rescue  crews  will  not  attempt 
rescue  operations  until  personnel  are  properly  positioned  on  the  rescue 
equipment.  This  often  makes  it  necessary  for  them  to  send  para-rescue  per¬ 
sonnel  down  the  cable  to  make  the  hook-up,  thus  delaying  the  rescue.  Many 
extractions  are  made  by  Army  helicopter  crews  with  a  minimum  of  training  in 
rescue  operations.  In  pne  such  rescue  of  a  wounded  aviator  from  this 
battalion,  the  aviator  improperly  positioned  himself  in  the  pick-up  devibe, 
subsequently  slipped  out  of  the  harness,  and  fell  from  approximately  60  feet 
back  into  the  jungle.  In  another  case,  an  0-1  aviator  of  this  battalion 
directed  a  Medavac  helicopter  to  a  site  for  an  emergency  extraction.  Unable 
to  land,  the  helicopter  lowered  its  jungle  penetrator  to  the  ground  unit. 

The  personnel  on  the  ground,  unfamiliar  with  the  device,  wrapped  one  of  the 
KIA’s  with  the  cable  and  then  tied  knots  to  secure  the  body.  The  crew  of  the 
rescue  helicopter  spent  approximately  -an  hour  untangling  the  body,  while  the 
wounded  on  the  ground  waited  for  extraction, 

(c)  Recommendation!  That  appropriate  units  be  made  aware  of 
the  importance  of  training  in  the  proper  use  of  aerial  rescue  equipment, 

(d)  Commend  Action! 

i  All  aircrew  personnel  of  this  battalion  recently 
received  a  two  hour  block  of  instruction  on  the  use  of  aerial  rescue  equipment 
from  a  visiting  team  of  the  Pacific  Jungle  Survival  School.  Clark  AFB, 
Phillipines, 
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SUBJECT*  Operational  Report  of  223d  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat)  for  Period 
Ending  31  July  1969,  RCS  uSFGE-65  (Bl)  (U) 

£  All  Units  of  this  battalion  continually  utilize  US  Air 
Porce  rescue  personnel  to  present  instruction  on  rescue  operations  and  on 
the  proper  use  of  aerial  rescue  devices* 

(2)  Weight  Reduction  in  0-1  Aircraft; 

(a)  Observation!  A  majority  of  the  0-1  aircraft  of  this 
battalion  presently  operate  in  excess  of  maximum  authorized  gross  weight. 

(b)  Evaluation!  This  battalion  operates  approximately  40 %  of 
the  0-1  aircraft  in  Vietnam*  A  matter  of  concern  is  the  continuing  trend  of 
adding  new  equipment  to  these  already  overweight  aircraft.  The  addition  of 
armored  seats,  extra  radio  equipment,  rockets,  survival  gear,  flak  vests,  and 
personal  weapons,  coupled  with  the  high  density  altitude,  has  produced  an 
over  maximum  gross  weight  configuration  that  results  in  poor  aircraft  perform¬ 
ance  and  an  unsafe  operating  condition.  One  of,  the  0-1  companies  in  this 
battalion  recently  conducted  an  informal  study  of  this  problem  and  concluded 
that  one  of  the  most  feasible  means  of  alleviating  this  problem  would  be  to 
waive  the  requirement  for  carrying  parachutes  in  the  0-1  aircraft.  It  was 
noted  that  the  US  Air-  Force  0-1  aircraft  in  Vietnam  do  not  carry  parachutes 
and  there  have  been  no  known  problems  because  of  their  removal..  The  Air 
Force  has  substituted  a  lightweight  foam  cushion  seat  which  provides  more 
space  in  the  aircraft  and  reduces  pilot  fatigue*  The  elimination  of  para¬ 
chutes  would  reduce  the  overweight  0-1  aircraft  by  60  pounds.  It  would,  also 
relieve  0-1  units  of  the  logistioal  burden  of  having  each  parachute  repacked 
every  90  days  with  few  repack  facilities  available  *  All  aviators  in  this 
battalion  are  trained  to  execute  a  series  of  emergency  procedures  culminating 
in  a  power  off  landing  in  the  event  of  an  engine  failure.  There  is  no  known 
instance  of  a  successful  emergency  parachute  jump  from  an  0-1  aircraft  in 
Vietnam,  Most  of  the  missions  flown  by  aviators  of  tnis  battalion  are  con¬ 
ducted  at  1200-1500  feet  above  the  terrain*  Experience  gained  under  combat 
conditions  indicates  that  aviators  invariably  chose  to  make  a  forced  landing 
rather  than  execute  a  parachute  jump  with  its  attendant  search  and  rescue 
problems.  Of  all  the  extra  equipment  presently  carried  in  the  0-1  aircraft, 
the  parachute  is  one  of  the  bulkiest,  heaviest  and  least  used  items.  Its 
removal  would  not  seriously  endanger -the  lives  of  the  crew  and  would  reduce 
the  hazards  of  operating  an  aircraft  in  an  overweight  condition, 

(c)  Recommendation*  That  a  formal  study  be  conducted  at  1st 
Aviation  Brigade  level  to  determine  the  feasibility  of  waiving  tho  require¬ 
ment  for  carrying  parachutes  in  0-1  aircraft  in  Vietnam, 

(d)  Command  Action:  This  headquarters  is  presently  preparing 
a  letter  requesting  further  study  of  this  problem  at  Brigade  level, 

0.  (U)  Training. 

(l)  Fixed  Wing  Aviator  Training 
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(a)  Observation:  A  majority  of  newly  rated  fixed  wing  aviators 
are  not  adequately  trained  in  cross  wind  techniques, 

(b)  Evaluation:  This  battalion,  as  the  only  pure  fixed  wing 
battalion  in  Vietnam,  utilizes  more  fixed  wing  aviators  than  any  other  coo- 
parable  sized  organization  engaged  in  combat  activities.  Analysis  of  the 
flying  proficiency  of  fixed  wing  aviators  recently  graduated  from  the 
Aviation  School  indicates  that  the  most  significant  deficiency  in  their  train¬ 
ing  lies  in  the  area  of  cross  wind  take-offs  and  landings.  Discussions  with 
these  aviators  reveal  a  minimum  of  experience  with  cross  wind  techniques  in 
flight  school.  The  difficulty  of  duplicating  worldwide  flying  conditions  in 
the  training  enviroment  is  recognized.  It  is  also  realized  that  the  gaining 
organization  has  a  responsibility  for  additional  training  and  professional 
guidance  to  these  newly  rated  aviators.  This  battalion  currently  averages 
well  over  10  hours  training  time  for  the  initial*  in-country  checkout  of  newly 
rated  0-1  aviators,  A  majority  of  this  time  is  spent  in  teaching  the  oross 
wind  technique,  since  most  of  the  airfields  in  the  II  CTZ  have  only  one  run¬ 
way  and  arc  situated  in  areas  of  relatively  high  gusty  winds  .ranging  from  15 
to  90  degrees  to  the  runway.  Additional  emphasis  on  crops  wind  techniques  in 
the  0-1  training  at  the  Aviation  School  would  alleviate  this  training  problem, 
enabling  the  battalion  to  concentrate  its  iiv-country  training  more  in  the 
development  of  operational  skills  of  the  aviator* 

U)  Recommendation:  That  the  Aviation  School  place  more 
emphasis  on  coaching  cross  wind  techniques  to  0-1  aviators. 

(d)  Command  Action: 

2,  This  headquarters  has  dispatched  a  letter  to  the 
Department  of  fixed  Wing,  US  Army'  Aviation  School  outlining  the  problem  area 
and  recommending  that  more  amphasie  be  placed  on  teaching  cross  wind 
techniques  to  0*1  aviators. 

g  All  SIP,s  and  IP’s  of  this  battalion  have  been  directed 
to  closely  monitor  the  cross  wind  proficiency  of  newly  rated  aviators  during 
ir-oountry  orientations  and  regularly  scheduled  standardization  rides,  * 

d,  (U)  Intelligence.  None 

e.  (U)  Logistics. 

(l)  Chaffing  of  U-1A  Ehgine  Mounts: 

(a)  Observation:  Hxoessive  chaffing  by  the  inner  cowling  has 
necessitated  replacement  of  numerous  U-1A  engine  mounts. 
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(b)_  Evaluation:  The  U-1A  engine  inner  cowling  consists  of  14 
individual  parts  fastened  together  by  DZUS  fasteners  and  attached  to  the 
engine  mount  arms  by  a  series  of  clamps.  Normal  engine  vibrations,  coupled 
with  this  method  of  mounting,  causes  the  cowling -to  become  JLoose  and  chafe  the 
mount  arms.  The  utility  airplane  company  (U~lA]|of  this  battalion  has  re¬ 
placed  44  Bounte  over  this  peat  18  months  at  a  cost  of  approximately  $25,000. 

(c)  Recommendation:  That  the  appropriate  agency  of  the  Army 
Materiol  Command  consider  -demising  a  more  satisfactory  method  of  attaching 
the  inner  cowling  to  the  U-1A  engine  mount, 

(d)  Command  Action: 

*  « 

!  Unit  has  submitted  EIR  on  the  damage  caused  by  the 

chaffing  of  the  U-1A  engine  mount, 

•  ^  As  an  interim  measure,  maintenance  personnel  of  the 
utility  airplane  company  are  wrapping  the  engine  mount  arras  with  asbestos, 
trimmlpg  the  inner  cowling,  and  conducting  close  daily  inspections  of  this 
area;  '  'Oils'  action  "has  significantly  reduced  but  not  solved  the  problem, 

(2)  6-1  Tail  tfoeel  Assembly  Failure: 

(a)  Observation:  0-1  aircraft  opt rating  from  hard,  rough 
surface  runways  have  experienced  an  abnormal  numoer  of  tail  wheel  tire,  tube 
and  leaf  spring  failures, 

(b)  Evaluation:  During  this  ^reporting  period,  tail  wheel  tire, 
tube  and  leaf  spring  assembly  failure  has  become  a  major  problem  for  0-1 
units  operating  from  rough,  hard  surface  runways.  In  one  0-1  company,  a 
total  of  45  tail  wheel  tire  and  tube  failures  were  recorded  in  the  first  80 
days.  As  a  preventive  measure,  this  company  experimented  with  tail  wheel 
tire  pressure  and  found  that  increasing  the  pressure  from  35  psi  to  AO/45  psi 
resulted  in  a  15%  reduction  in  tire  and  tube  failures.  The  unit  also  increased 
the  frequency  of  the  dye  penetrate  test  from  the  required  300  hours  to  every 
100  hours','  This  resulted  in  a  significant  saving  of  aircraft  downtime  and 
enhanced  aircraft  safety  since  the  test  revealed  a  large  number  of  defective 
springs. 


(c)  Recommendation:  That  this  information  be  passed  on  to 
other  0-1  units  which  operate  under  similar  conditions. 

(d)  Command  Action: 

All  0-1  units  of  this  battalion  have  been  apprised  of 

this  lesson  learned, 

£  Unit  submitted  EIR  on  tire  pressure  and  tail  wheel  leaf 

spring  assemblies. 
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(3)  Corrosion  of  Aircraft! 

(a)  Observation:  U-1A  airoraft  are  experiencing  a  high  in¬ 
cidence  of  corrosion  damage, 

(b)  Evaluation:  Corrosion  damage  to  U-l '  aircraft  of  this 
battalion  has  created  serious  maintenance  difficulties  and  has  resulted  in 
the  loss  of  aircraft  which  are  becoming  critical  to  the  accomplishment  of 

the  utility  airplane  company1 s  overall  mission.  Three  U-1A  aircraft  have  been 
evacuated  to  CONUS  for  repair  and  numorous  others  have  been  repaired  by  unit 
mair+"nanco  personnel  at  considerable  cost  in  maintenance  downtime.  The  three 
main  w-oas  of  corrosion  are  at  the  aircraft  seams,  battery  box  and  sump  jar 
area,  and  the  belly  of  the  aircraft  aft  of  the  augmentor  tubes «’  The  main 
cause  of  the  corrosion  in  the  seams  and  battery  box  area  is  the  lack  of  cor¬ 
rosion  inhibiting  primer  between  the  two  layers  of  skin.  The  aircraft  were 
coated  with  zinc  chromate  primer  after  assembly;  therefore,  the  action  of 
the  salt  air  in  this  area  of  operations  has  caused  corrosion  damage  between 
these  two  layers.  The  primary  cause  of  the  corrosion  damage  to  the  under¬ 
belly  of  the  aircraft  is  the  exhaust  gas  deposits  from  the  augmentor  tubes* 

(c)  Recommendation:  That  more  attention  at  depot  level  be 
given  to  measures  which  would  prevent  or  restrict  aircraft  corrosion,  .  . 

(d)  Command  Action* 

^  Unit  has  submitted  EIR  on  corrosion  damage  of  U-1A 

aircraft, 

£  Where  aircraft  skin  has  been  replaced,  Ainit  maintenance 
personnel  have  primed  each  section  prior  to  assembly.  The  unit  lias  also  been 
able  to  reduce  the  threat  of  corrosion  to  the  underbelly  of  the  aircraft  by 
painting  the  area  from  station  109  to  station  264  with  high  gloss,  heat  re¬ 
sistant  paint, 

(4)  Deterioration  of  ffinthetic  Sandbag^: 

(a)  Observation:  The  synthetic  sandbags  now  available  in  the 
supply  system  deteriorate  too  quickly  for  effective  use  at  fixed  installations, 

(b)  Evaluation:  In  the  hot,  humid  weather  experienced  in  Viet¬ 
nam,  synthetic  sandbags  have  to  be  replaced  every  two  or  three  months.  During 
this  quarterly  reporting  period,  units  of  this  battalion  replaced  over  100,000 
sandbags  at  a  cost  of  37  cents  each  and  at  the  expenditure  of  numerous  man- 
hours  of  effort.  The  headquarters  company  of  this  battalion  has  devised  a 
method  for  extending  the  life  of  these  sandbags  indefinitely.  Before  con¬ 
struction,  each  bag  is  filled  with  sand  and  cement.  When  the  structure  is 
completed  the  bags  are  vatorej  down  and  allowed  to  dry.  Chicken  wire  is  then 
placed  over  the  entire  "structure  and  covered  with  a  thin  layer  of  cement* 
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Existing  structures  can  simply  be  covered  with  the  wire  and  cement.  This 
protects  'the  sandbags  from  exposure  to  weather  and  provides  bull  and 
strength  .to  the  fortification.  During  the  thirty  day  period  in  which  this 
method  was  first  implemented,  the  headquarters  company  alone  reduced  its 

sandbag  replacement  rate  by  90£, 

(0)  Reoonnendation*  That  this  method  of  reducing  the  replece- 
ment  rate  of  synthetio  eaadbsgs  be  disseminated  to  appropriate  commands, 

(d)  Command  Action*  All  units  of  this  battalion  have  been 
made  aw$re  of  this  method  of  reducing  the  replacement  rate  of  sandbags, 

f.  (u)  fitcKvUafeUa. 

Aircraft  Maintenance  Organization* 

(a)  Observation*  Hie  grade  structure  presently  authorized  in 
the  aircraft juAryiepanpe  section  (paragraph  08,  MTOE  1-257F)  of  the  U-JLA 
company,  refftriot#  tfcf»  organizational  flexibility  of  aircraft  maintenance 
operations. 


(b)  Evaluation*  The  maintenance  section  of  the  -U-1A  company 
consists  of  one  S»-7  maintenance  supervisor  (MOS  67C40),  one  E-6  assistant 
maintenance  supervisor  (MOS  67C40)  and  24  enlisted  men  in  grades  S~3  thru 
E-5  (MOS  67A10  and  M03  67C20),  This  organization  provides  only  two  non¬ 
commissioned  officers  in  the  entire  section  and  presents  difficulties  in 
span  of  control^  Experience  has  shown  that  in  order  to  maintain  continuous 
maintenance  operations  as  required  in  a  tactical  envircmont,  it  is  necess¬ 
ary  to  establish  three  Periodic  Inspection  Teams  from  this  section.  The 
present  MTOE  does  not  contain  sufficient  NCO  personnel  to  adequately 
supervise  these  teams.  Thus,  it  has  become  necessary  to  place  NCO* s  from 
other  areas  of  t^ho  service  platoon  in  charge  of  theso  teams.  This  problem 
could  be  corrected  by  changing  the  MOS  of  throo  of  the  Specialists  Fifth 
Class  in  MOS  67C20  to  MOS  67C40  and  upgrading  thorn  to  NCO  status.  This 
would  provide  better  span  of  control  for  the  Periodic  Inspection  Toams  and 
would  onhonco  the  supervision  and  efficiency  of  the  entire  maintenance 
offort. 


(c)  Rocommondation*  That  three  Specialists  Fifth  Glass 
positions  (f©3  67C20)  in  the  aircraft  maintenance  section  of  the  U-1A 
company,  be  upgraded  to  non-oommissionod  officer  status  in  MOS  67040, 
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(d)  Command  Action*  This  item  will  be  incorporated  into  the 
next  proposed  change  to  MTOE  1-2 57F  for  the  U-1A  company. 


3,  Operational  Statistics 

4,  Aircraft  Status 

5,  Organizational  Chart 
Incl  1  and  2  wd  HQ,  DA 

DISTRIBUTION* 

2  CINUSARPAC,  ATTN*  GPOP-DT,  APO  96558 

3  CG,  USARV,  ATTN*  AVHGC-DST,  APO  96375 

2  CG,  1ST  AVN  BDE,  ATTN*  AVBAGC-0,  APO  96384 

3  CO,  17TH  CAG,  ATTN*  AVBACB-SC,  APO  96240 
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SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  223d  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat) 
for  Period  Ending  31  July  1969,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (HI  (U) 

Da,  HE.DQUnilTBiLS,  17TH  AVIATION  GROUP  (COMBuT),  APO  96240  28  -uguat  1969 

TO:  Department  of  the  Army  (ACS FOR,  DA)  Washington,  D.C.  20310 
Commanding  General,  I  Field  Forces  Vietnam,  AFO  96350 

1.  (U)  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  attached  report,  con¬ 
siders  it  to  be  adequate,  and  concurs  with  oho  contents  as  stated, 
except  as  indicated  belcw. 

2.  (C)  The  following  comments  and  recommendations  are  submitted: 

a.  Section  1,  Operations;  Significant  Activities. 

(1)  Paragraph  1c  (3),  Pago  8:  Records  maintained  by  this 
headquarters  indicate  the  219th  Aviation  Company  (UA)  sustained 
seven  (7)  hits  instead  of  three  (3)  during  reporting  period. 

Total  JSIDR's  for  the  225th  aviation  Company  (S/.)  should  be 
changed  to  nine  (9). 

(2)  Paragraph  le  (4),  Page  8:  The  expanded  aviator  training 
program  appears  highly  commendable  ■ and  should  enable  the  units  to 
further  decrease  their  accident  rate..  This  program  will  be  mon¬ 
itored  to  determine  its  effects  on  operational  commitments. 

(3)  Paragraph  If  (4)  (a),  Page  9:  This  headquarters  was  not 
aware  ox  the  cited  shortage.  Appropriate  follow-up  action  will 
be  taken  to  procure  the  necessary  heat  resistant,  enamel. 

b.  Section  2,  Lessons  Learned:  Conmanders  Observations, 

Evaluations  and  Recommendations. 

(1)  Paragraph  2b  (1),  Use  of  Aerial  Rescue  Equipment,  Page 
13:  Concur.  The  17th  Aviation  Group  (Combat)  has  requested  and 
received  approval  for  the  Pacific  Jungle  Survival  Teuns  to  visit 
all  units  during  the  month  of  September.  Direct  coordination  has 
been  effected  and  an  itinerary  has  been  established  to  permit 
presentation  of  instruction  to  all  aircrew  personnel  „  the  Group. 

(2)  Paragraph  2b  (2),  Weight  Reduction  in  0-1  aircraft,  Pago 
14:  Concur.  Correspondence  requesting  the  study  has  been  received 
by  this  headquarters,  action  and  reconnendations  are  withheld 
pending  a  complete  Btudy  by  this  headquarters. 

(3)  Paragraph  2c  (1),  Fixod  Wing  Aviator  Training,  Pago  14: 

Concur  with  recommendation.  Comaand  action  is  considered  appro¬ 
priate  . 
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AVBACB-SC  28  August  1969 

SUBJECT:  Operational  ueport  of  223d  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat) 
for  Period  Ending  31  July  1969*  RCS  CSFOR-65  (Rl)  (U) 

(4)  Paragraph  2e  (1),  Chafiing  of  U-1A  Engine  liounts,  Page 
17:  Concur.  Command  action  appropriate. 

(5)  Paragraph  2e  (2),  0-1  Tail  Eheel  Assembly  Failure,  Page 
16:  Concur  with  recommendation  and  command  action. 

(6)  Paragraph  2e  (3),  Corrosion  of  Aircraft,  Page  17:  Concur 
with  recommendation  and  command  action. 

(7)  Paragraph  2e  (4),  Deterioration  of  Synthetic  Sandbags, 

Page  17:  Concur  with  recommendation. 

(S)  Paragraph  2f,  Aircraft  TJaintenance  Organization,  Fage 
18:  Concur.  As  an  interim  measure,  appointment  of  acting  ser¬ 
geants  should  temporarily  satisfy  supervisory  control  requirements. 
The  unit  involved  has  been  informed  of  this  alternative. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDEK: 


fiAitC  L.  TUMAS 


CPT,  aDA 
Adjutant 


C|?  • 

CO,  223d  AB  (C) 
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AVFA-GC  (5  Aug  69)  2nd  Ind  (U) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  223d  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat) 
for  Period  Ending  31  July  1969*  RCS  CSFQR-65  (R1  (U) 

DA,  Headquarters  I  Field  Force  Vietnam,  APO  96350  Q  SEp^ggg 

TO:  CG,  1st  Aviation  Brigade,  APO  96384 

This  headquarters  has  evaluated  subject  report  and  first  indorsement  and  concurs. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


CF: 

1  -  CO,  223d  Cbt  Spt  Avn  Bn 


JJL^LC-MdUl 

FREDERICK  E.  HOLLAND 
ILT  ABC 
ASST  AG 


AVBAGC-0  (p  Aug  69)  3d  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  ox’  223u  Av'Vcivri  r  uJan  v-' n 1  i'1--' 

Ending  31  July  1969,  RCJ  CGFOR-65  (.J  ;  0n 

DA,  HEADQUARTERS,  1ST  AVIATION  BRIGADE,  AH;  }  3V  £1  r2  19b") 

THRU:  Commanding  General,  United  State.;  Ai ,/  *'i*’*tr  sr ,  AT”;  AW  ,v,~DST, 

APO  96375 

Commander-in-Chief ,  United  Staton  A^ny  ro'ifV,  AT’’.':  Cl’. 

APO  96558 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Ec  -  .  ■  t  ”  -’?it  f  the 

Anqy,  Washington,  D.C.  2C>10 

1.  This  headquarters  has  reviewer  subject  r  '  rtl  \  th  tne 

contents  as  indorsed  except  as  noted  below. 


2*  The  following  additional  comments  are  consiuei-.d  pe-tin-i.. : 


a.  Paragraph  2b(2),  page  34,  recc.mrce? dr  a  ::.oi  ‘-irq 

to  determine  the  feasibility  of  wuiv — -..0 . -  -- 

chutes  in  0-1  aircraft  in  Vietnam.  HQ,  1st  av  ti)ii.baue 

of  the  USARV  Supplement  toAR  95-5,  oat  .  I  >  -  •  ’<  3  jC.1,  is 

are  not  required  to  be  aboard  0-1  aircraft  cv  '  y  < a. yl.ig.it  . 
except  for  maintenance  test  flights.  It  is  t:..  it  c  ;  1 

ative  to  determine  parachute  requirements  ft;  C-;  _ir.^.I’, 
his  unit  except  that  the  pacachute  will  bo  ‘Vi'  n  and  worn  0 
pants  during  night  missions  and  test  fiagnvu.  tniortx  c 

warded  to  all  aviation  units  and  a  foT'’1  "  .  .  '  -  ”  . 


.  vVueued 

—  ^  ‘  J  •  ‘t  i 

jLiito  c^xetacion 

.  v.  ,  volutes 

V  3  V  r  eTcg- 
’ at  ;  ;  in 
0-1  1  ccu- 
on  w'c.  s  for- 


b.  Paragraph  2e(2),  page  lo,  adiresse.s  to 
leaf  spring  failure  on  0-i  aircraft.  'r.con" 
to  increase  tire  pressure  to  40/45  ?s 1  *  Tk. 

35  psi  as  the  inflation  level  for  th*  0-1  ' 

tire  pressure  reduces  the  ao-orbing  ef-orc  ' 
al  bounce  when  the  tail  wheel  strikes  t  <’  g:  “  : 
tiveness  of  the  loaf  spring  assume]  y  .  0  as.  jU 
the  number  of  cracked  spring  leafs.  T.:e  mc“.. 
trate  tests  is  in  keeping  with  T>i  cjj~1  .10 --A-. 
inspections  of  the  tail  wheel  assembly  or.  tic 
climate.  TM  59-1510-202-lG  cautions  aij.  oou'a 
P/N  MS  35-389-102  tires  on  0-1  aircraft. 


■  t  ,  I  +  ;  ,  ’  j  ;  d 

.•  t  ■-!'  L  r  v".  'Ration 
1  'ties 

v  •-  i  -,i  •«;  1\  ixr 

. ‘  j.on- 

:  ! .  -  -  r:  lh-'  effec¬ 
ts;.  .  v  ..  f  .  l.i-  ■  tiu.'.  -it,  j 

,  .  .I  j  0  .  .  ae- 

V  j  i.iM  recso-ends  mcroased 
u‘.t  cperit  mg  j.:i  a  temperate 
tors  against  at  ill- mg 


c.  Paragraph  2f,  page  18-19,  discusses  sr—isted  graae  st-uccr.ro  tor 
U-1A  organizational  maintenance  personnel.  Nonconcur  with  tne  proposed 
upgrading.  The  recommendation  i  ■  ■ 

positions  (i.OS  67G20)  to  non-cuit  rioi.e:  n  --  ■  *-> 

not  in  compliance  with  tne  standarus  o:  giant  aut  ...  •  -• ^ 

forth  in  AR  611-201,  orange  5,  W  pm 

Utility  Airplane  Comp  ny  is  .authorized  on..  A- ,  mis.  -t-  1  sergeant 
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AVBAGC-0 

SUBJECT*  Operational  Report  of  223d  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat  for  Period 
Ending  31  July  iy69,  KCS  CSFOR-65  (R1 )  (u) 

for  each  20  men  and  one  E-6  maintenance  supervisor  for  every  6-19  main¬ 
tenance  personnel*  However,  it  is  the  prerogative  of  the  company  com¬ 
mander  to  authorize  the  changing  of  specialist  fifth  clast;  personnel  to 
acting  sergeant  in  accordance  with  AR  600-200  when  an  KCO  position  is 
vacant* 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER* 


Cy  of  3d  Ind  Pum* 

CO,  223d  Avn  Bn  (Cbt) 


ARTHUR  W.  LITTLE 

cpt  AGc r 

A«.«f  AG. 


AVHGC-DST  <5  Aug  69)  4th  lad 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  223d  Aviation  Baccalion  (Combat)  for  Period 
Ending  31  July  1969,  ECS  C-SFOE-65  (El)  (U) 

HEADQUARTERS,  UNITED  STATES  ARMY,  VIETNAM,  APO  San  Francisco  96375  9  QCT  1989 

TO:  Cosmumder  in  Chief,  United  States  Army,  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOP-DT, 

APO  96558 

1.  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report-Lessona  Learned 
for  the  quarterly  period  ending  31  July  1969  from  Headquarters,  223d 
Aviation  Battalion  (Combat). 

2.  Cosssenta  follow: 

a*  Reference  item  concerning  "Use  of  Aerial  Rescue  Equipment",  section 
II,  page  13,  paragraph  lb(l);  concur.  USARV  Training  Newsletter  No.  3-69, 

Use  of  the  Jungle  Peaetrator  and  Stokes  Litter,  was  distributed  down  to  the 
battalion  level  on  6  August  1969. 

b.  Reference  item  concerning  "Fixed  Wing,  Aviator  Training",  section  II, 
page  14,  paragraph  2c(l);  concur.  Recoemend  M  refer  tbit  item  to  the  US 
Amy  Aviation  School  for  consideration. 

c.  Reference  itesi  concerning  "Deterioration  of  Synthetic  Sandbags", 
section  If,  page  17,  paragraph  2e(4);  concur.  A  soil-cement  mixture  or  a 
sand- cement  mixture  at  a  ratio  of  1  part  cenent  to  10  parts  sand  or  soil 
is  dascrlbed  in  paragraph  4- /a,  page  4-14,  FM  5-15,  Field  Fortifications. 
Nonconcur  with  the  recommendation  that  the  structure  be  covered  with  chick¬ 
en  wire  and  cement.  The  strike  of  a  projectile  on  the  cemented  surface  will 
cause  spelling  which  may  present  additional  hazards  to  the  bunker  occupants. 

In  addition,  the  cemented  surface  will  conceal  any  void  caused  by  deteriora¬ 
tion  of  the  sandbags  or  water  intrusion. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER:  /}l  „  ,  i 


Cy  furn: 
223d  Avn  Bn 
1st  Avn  Bda 


C.  u.  WILSON 
ILL  AGC 

Hssistant  Adjutant  General 


<7?  5 


GPOP-DT  (5  Aug  69)  5th  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  HQt  223d  Aviation  Battalion  (Coabat) 
for  Period  Ending  31  July  1969,  RCS  CSPOR-65  (Rl) 

UQ,  US  Arny,  Pacific,  APO  San  Francieco  96558  17  OCT  69 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Developaent,  Oepartaent  of  the 
Aray,  Washington,  D,  C,  20310 

This  headquarters  concurs  in  subject  report  as  Indorsed. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 


d.  A.  71  v:'l» 
C~T,  ACC 
As:t  AG 
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